Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
Agenda for Parish Council Meeting 01/09/2026 

	Date
	1st September 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Invited Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Colette Francis, Cllr. Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Tracey Royle, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, representatives from Urenco; Mike Jones (Clerk), 7 Urenco representatives, 11 members of the public.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco
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	Procedural Matters:
-i. Apologies
None 
-ii. Communication 
None
-iii. Declarations of Interest
None
-iv. Minutes from meetings 5 May 2026 and 7 July 2027 for approval and signing.
Cllr Ann Clowes proposed and Cllr Tania Forster seconded and all approved.
RESOLVED: That
The minutes of the Council meetings on 5 May 2026 and 7 July 2026 be approved as correct records and be signed by the Chair.
-v. Resignations & vacancies (none as at 24 August 2026)
None
-vi. Policies – ICO Publication Scheme for adoption
The Clerk outlined the legal requirement of the Freedom of Information Act to have a publication scheme, approved by the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO), and to the publish information covered by the scheme.
Cllr Ann Clowes proposed that the Scheme be adopted. Cllr Christine Pemberton seconded and it was approved.
RESOLVED: 
That the ICO Publication Scheme be adopted.
-vii. To note dates of Future Meetings & Locations, and discuss meeting locations for 2027:
3 November 2026 at Urenco
-viii. Notice of any urgent AOB
None.
	
MJ
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	Visiting Officers:
CWaC Cllr Simon Eardley gave the following updates: (full version awaited)
Have received complaints re-noise which are ongoing and extensive and have been referred to cwac env protection team and EA. Good to see them acted upon. 
Issues with HGV movements but Laura has reminded contractors of obligations not top pass through village. Also visibility of signage about HGVs. I’ve asked Laura to look into tidying them up. Ledsham lane – nothing to report. No applications yet. 
Was severe fly tipping incident in a former driveway on Urenco land. Been reported. 
PROW – couple – Ledsham Lane PROW 3 overgrown. Been on site with contractors and tidied and investigating drainage. Capenhurst no 5 – overgrown. PROW officer onto it. 
Peak cluster – held event. No progress. 
Agreed member budget for church baby memorial. 
Planning enforcement off Capenhurst lane near Parkgate road – caravan/camping site. Complaints logged. 
Aura power site (battery storage on Dunkirk lane) will start soon. Reduced density of site and size. 
Potholes – Capenhurst and rectory lanes – some being dealt with.
Planning – govt announced changes to PPF. Bad news is that will reduce my ability to represent planning concerns. Metro mayors will have ability to decide sites for housing development. 
Local plan process now delayed until 2028. Capenhurst status changed – not a service centre but improved sue to railway station so could sustain development. Important that you engage with planning and consider a neighbourhood development plan 
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	Urenco Update, with presentation on emergency planning zone
Finlay Duff from the Office of Nuclear Responsibility detailed a report he had produced regarding safety inspections with no significant issues to note. 
The preparedness for external threats was queried, and reassurance was given that there was plans and all were rated ‘green’. 

Jon Mellor from the Environment Agency spoke about the permit system relating to Urenco and the three different entities involved on site. 

Mike Peers and Mark Savage gave a presentation and answered questions regarding the Emergency Planning Zone which was for unlikely ‘worst case’ scenarios such as extreme weather and accidents and the extremely limited effects outside of the Urenco site boundary fence. 

There was a query over Hydrogen Fluoride discharges, and it was explained that there was a permit for low concentrations from venting, which was monitored, and there were planned mitigations if there was a bigger discharge. 
	LJ
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	Members Interest forms – distribution and completion update
The Clerk announced that he had redacted addresses from the forms on the Parish Council website and had ensured that CWaC did the same for the Parish Councillors forms which they displayed on their website. One form was missing which was Councillor Royle and that was to be completed after the meeting.
	MJ
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	Training – Review - New Councillors and refreshers
Councillors were encouraged to undertake ‘new Councillor’ training if they had not done so. 
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	Police Group – feedback
-i. New PC/PCSO meetings
Cllr Housley had met with PC Christine Hogan and a surgery had been held on 20 August.
-ii. Community Cohesion Group
Cllr Foster informed the Council that this had not met since the last Council meeting.
-iii. Police & Crime Commissioner update
There was no update as the role of PCC was being abolished.
-iv. Speed watch - Update on speed gun, process and potential sites and request for volunteers to undertake training
Cllr Housley had met PC Christine Hogan and emailed the PCC regarding undertaking a speed awareness exercise using a speed gun. The one used previously was obsolete. A new one would cost £200 plus calibration. They can only be used in locations (i.e. with a pavement) approved by the Borough Council, then volunteers, training and safety clothing was required. 
The Chair suggested that the Councillors on the Highways and Police Groups work together to see if it worth the effort required, and asked that if anyone knew of sites, with a pavement and with existing 20-40 mph speed limits where speeds were regularly exceeded, they could suggest them. 
Urenco suggested they could fund some of the required expenses.
	PH
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	Community Engagement
- i. Correspondence from Members of the Public – email regarding HGVs on Rectory Lane 
This was noted.
-ii. Members of the public speaking time
One member of the public raised a letter which she had been sent from Urenco which included a paragraph which she believed was a threat to her, and the letter had appeared on the Council’s Facebook page omitting the paragraph. 
The Chair explained that the Council put on its Facebook pages information from Urenco at their request and any disagreement with the wording was a matter for Urenco.  

Another member of the public raised two issues – 
1) concerning Peak Cluster and being approached by a surveyor asking to do a survey on her land. She had ignored them and wondered if there was any advice. Councillors stressed it was the decision of the landowner but gave their opinions which were that there were two choices – allow the survey and be eligible for payment for the land if compulsory purchased later, or ignore them and oppose any action. 
2) Asking what to do about a campsite set up on neighbouring land without planning approval. It was noted that planning enforcement would be aware but had a large backlog of cases, and there was different legislation which may allow caravan sites, although some issues, such as signage on land they did not own and discharging to watercourses, could be issues to tackle. The Chair asked everyone with an interest in the issue to write to the Borough Council (planning@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk) and the Camping and Caravanning Club (Get in touch - The Camping and Caravanning Club ) so they may act on it. The Borough Council details are: Case Reference: 26/00341/EMCOU. Complaint: USE OF LAND FOR RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES, INSTALLATION OF SEPTIC TANK, WOODEN ENCLOSURE. Site: Land At Grid Ref 335666 373526, Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst, Chester

-iii. Internet/Website/Facebook
The Clerk notified Councillors that there was a community facilities section on website (within ‘useful information’).
	




	8
	 Events
-i. Proposals for future events
The Events Group had met and Ann Marie Atherton presented the plans which included potential events including Easter Egg Hunt, Village Fete, Pumpkin event, Christmas Lights Switch On. There would be an Events Plan for 2027 which would inform the Council’s budget.  
-ii. Christmas event 
The plan for this was outlined: Baubles for the tree would be sold in favour of the Hospice of the Good Shepherd. There would be a Christmas Market in the Village Hall with up to 10 craft and food stalls who pay a fee. 4pm start, carols from 5pm with tree blessing from the church, a band and lights switch on with Father Christmas and his Elf arriving for photo opportunity and giftr of reindeer food. Mulled wine, mince pies, biscuits and hot chocolate would be available.
The Clerk would check the details of insurance to see if there were issues with cover and would supply bank details for the events pack. The School may provide carol singers if given sufficient notice. 
Urenco offered to support the event with some funding.
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	Ongoing issues - updates
1) Planter – volunteer needed to source another planter 
The two existing planters in Capenhurst were broken and CWaC Cllr Eardley had offered funding to purchase a new one, though the Borough Council had not allowed a replacement one outsider the school. Councillor Baker volunteered to check the two existing quotes and organise the payment and placement. 

2) Sports and Social Club parking – to be passed to police liaison as a potential highways matter if issues reoccur
This was noted. 
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	Planning:
- i. New Planning Applications 
Applications since the last agenda, along with comments made by the Parish Council, were included in the agenda pack. 

- ii. Planning Sub Committee Report
The Planning Group had met and submitted comments as noted in the agenda pack.

Cllr Pemberton said that the Hayloft had erected signage which obscured the highway and a mirror which did not have planning permission. The Clerk would draft a letter to be sent to them about the issues.
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	Finance: The Responsible Financial Officer outlined financial matters:
-i. Income received
£76.80 was repaid by the clerk following an overpayment as the gross payroll figures were paid for a couple of months rather than net of PAYE.
-ii. Payments made
Three salary payments to the Clerk totalling £639.81 had been made, and one for the insurance for £383.26, plus all of the regular payments as detailed in the list in the agenda pack.  
-iii. Earmarked Reserves and Proposed expenditure
£16.20 for the Peak Cluster meeting which had not been paid since approval for it was given at a previous meeting, and PAYE payments to HMRC totalling £546.65 would be made. 
The national pay settlement for Clerk’s has been announced. Our clerk’s level had increase 54p an hour to £14.14 from 1 April 2026. Approval is needed for it to be implemented. 
The Chair proposed that the increase be implemented. This was seconded by Cllr Tomlinson and agreed.
RESOLVED: 
That the national increase in Clerk’s salary from 1 April 2026 be implemented. 

-iv. Update on accounts and signatories
The RFO now had access to the bank account and the accounts package. He informed Council that once the actions and minutes of this meeting were completed he would be looking at the accounts for last year, bank reconciliations, audit, entering all of the transactions for this year and then next year’s budget.
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	Members Information
It was noted that the following communications had been circulated:
-i. CHALC- e mails 
-ii. NALC- e mails 
-iii. Training- e mails 

-iv. PCSO Report 
The PCSO report for 1 July to 10 August 2026 was noted.
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	Members Speaking Time
Cllr Baker informed the Council that on Dunkirk Way the Safe Vehicle Weight Limit sign was missing before the bridge and the 40mph Speed Limit sign had been turned round. CWaC Cllr Eardley would pass this on to the Borough Council.

Cllr Foster noted that hedges and trees were growing and were obstructive and requested a public notice to say they should be trimmed. It was noted that CWaC had cut some back. The Chair suggested that it was useful for multiple people to complain, either to CWaC if it was on their land or to landowners.
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	Meeting closes
2105.
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